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Community Garden News
Help Wanted

Thanks so much to all who contributed
plants on Children's Sunday! Our garden is
looking fruitful and growing well.
However, we only have 3 or 4 people
working on it and need some extra hands to
help once a week with weeding and
watering. This is a great opportunity to
show children where their food really comes
from, plus they'll enjoy getting their hands
dirty and watching the plants grow! For
grownups, I think you'll find it a relaxing,
meditative experience. If you can manage
to come once a week or even a few times
over the summer, please let me know:
Anna Salo-Markowski at
asalo00@yahoo.com.

Pennies From Heaven
(From “Amnonymous”)

Several years ago, I was invited to spend the
weekend at the home of some friends of a friend.
They had a spacious house that was very
comfortably furnished, but there was nothing
ostentatious about it. The first day and evening
went well. Our hosts took us out to a very nice
restaurant. As we were walking up the sidewalk,
the husband of this couple stopped suddenly and
looked down at the pavement for a long, silent
moment. There was nothing on the ground except a
single darkened penny and a few cigarette butts.
The man reached down and picked up the penny.

He held it up and smiled, then put it in his pocket
as if he had found a great treasure. How absurd!
What need did this man have for a single penny?
Why would he even take the time to stop and pick
it up? Throughout dinner, the scene nagged at me.
Finally, I casually mentioned that my daughter
once had a coin collection, and I asked if the
penny he had found was a rare one.

A smile crept across the man's face as he took out
the penny and handed it to me. “Look at it,” he
said. “Read what it says.” Iread the words:
“United States of America. One cent.” “No, read
the other side.” The words at the top of the other
side were very small. In God we Trust. “Yes?” 1
said, wondering if I was being tricked into some
corny, evangelistic trap.

My host explained. “Whenever I find a coin, I read
that inscription. It is written on every U.S. coin,
and here’s how I think of it. God drops a message
right in front of me telling me to trust him. Who
am [ to pass it by? When I see a coin, I pick it up
and take that moment to examine whether my trust
really is in God at that moment. I pick the coin up
as a way of responding to God and to myself that
that I do trust him. For a short time, at least, I
cherish it as if it were gold. I think it is God's way
of starting a conversation with me. Lucky for me,
God is patient and pennies are plentiful.

A week or so after that evening, when I was
walking across a parking lot, I saw a penny on the
pavement. I stopped and picked it up, and in that
act | realized that I had been worrying and fretting
about things I cannot change. I read the words, 'In
God We Trust,' and had to laugh. “Okay, God, I
get the message.”

It seems that I have been finding an inordinate
number of pennies in the last few months. But
then, pennies are plentiful. And God is patient.
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Keep First Church Vital
Ministry Tasks In Need of Volunteers (Check where you can help)

A longer list of tasks was passed out at the Annual Meeting on May 17.

Below are some of the tasks where more volunteers are needed.

Responses are needed to adjust to the reduction of the Associate Minister position to
half-time beginning in July.

Q

Q

Q

Coordinate & Promote Christmas Gift offering and purchase of items for St. Vincent DePaul, Eddy
Shelter, Pilots Program and CJTS (through Covenant to Care.)
Coordinate & Promote Christmas Giving Tree for DCF children.
Volunteer to serve as lay liturgist or scripture reader (sign up sheet in office corridor, or contact
the clergy directly)
Would a “training workshop” be helpful to you?

o Yes

a No
Help with Youth Program 1-2 times per month.
Preach a Sermon
Would a workshop on lectionary preaching be helpful to you?

o Yes

a No
Organize and execute a Special Event (progressive or potluck dinner, sports event, movie night,
Habitat for Humanity workday, Crop Walk, Earth Ministry event, etc.) for congregational
participation
Help with the fall Stewardship Campaign and every-member canvas.

Your Name:

Two Sundays open for memorial flowers  There are two Sundays that are
open for memorial flowers on the communion table — August 30th and September 13th.
Please contact Chuck Bates (bates@firstchurchucc.org or 860-344-1832). We ask for a
donation of $50 to cover costs, but please don’t let the cost be an issue to requesting
memorial flowers. Scholarships are available.
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FIRST CHURCH LEMONADE STAND!!
First Church's Lemonade Stand at Middletown Motorcycle Mania
Wednesday, August 12th, 5-9 pm
on Main Street.
Come and share in the Fun!

Join us any way you can as we get our faces and the First
iﬁ} % Church name out into the community.

CoIClieS . com

Music plays up and down the street and there is lots of energy and excitement.

&

We will offer our own fresh-squeezed lemonade - illustrating our hip, spiritual
philosophy for the day: "When life gives you lemons, make lemonade!"

Information about First Church and the Jonah Center will be displayed.

We need YOU to help with set-up, squeezing, selling or just out there greeting
folks.

We would especially love to have a juggler!

Many hands make light work so come for just an hour or the whole time. We
need these slots filled in one-hour increments: Set-up, 3-4 pm, 4-5 pm; Squeeze
and Serve, 5 — 9 pm; Prep 5 — 9 pm; Juggler, Tastings or Street Singers, 5-9 pm;
Clean up 9-10 pm. The sign up sheet is in the office corridor or call the church
office at 346-6657. What are you waiting for? Come and join the fun!!
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TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALLGAME! -- August 22, 2009 at 7:00 pm

Come join us at New Britain Stadium to see the New Britain Rock Cats baseball team play the Reading
(PA) Phillies. In addition to the fun of watching a ballgame on a warm summer evening, our
congregation will have the honor of standing on the field before the game to sing the National Anthem.
Shari will be assembling a special choir just for this event—details on page 2. If you are interested
coming to the game, contact Greg Brooks at gbrooks@universalbach.com.

Invitation to First Church “God Carriers”
One Meeting Left!

Home meetings are being held to discuss ministry priorities for our future together as the Associate
Minister position changes from full time to part time. Please sign up for one of these meetings. We need
your input! Call to respond that you can come. All ages welcome!

Thursday, July 9" 7:30-8:30 p.m.
Linda and Ken Heidorn
344-9699
265 Briarwood
Middletown

We will have dessert and beverages along with your ideas!
See you then.

vete,
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e .ﬂ Who’s Who in First Church?

Deacon, Bob Zyko

I was born & raised in Schenectady, NY., and was a member of the Methodist church, where Alma and I
first met. In 1973 I was sent to Cromwell, CT on a “temporary” job assignment, and we have been living
in Higganum now for 36 years. In 1974 we joined the UCC in Higganum, and in 2007 we transferred our
memberships to First Church. This is my first term on the Board of Deacons at First Church. We have
two daughters: Karen, who works for the Wildlife Div. of CT DEP in Hartford, and Jeanette, who is
Assistant Professor of Double Reeds (oboe, English horn, & bassoon) at Austin Peay Univ. in
Clarksville, TN. Last December, after 43 years work, I was “retired” from my position as R&D Mgr. at
Habasit Belting in Middletown. Alma works in the library at Middlesex Community College. In my free
time I enjoy DIY projects, gardening, art & photography, travel, and hiking.

Robin Hall's New Address and Phone : 177 Ashepoo Drive SW, Aiken, SC 29803
New Email: hall robin@att.net Phone: 803-648-1990 Cell: 803-443-8881
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Youth Programs: looking ahead

Pre-Initate Group

This fall we welcome all 6™ and 7" graders to be a part of this group that combines
serving and learning with fun activities. Friends are always welcome to attend.
Currently, we hope to meet following worship 2 Sundays each month. Watch the
newsletter and bulletins for more updates.

Initiation to Adulthood

Calling all 8" and 9" graders and others of High School age...to be a part of this unique
program that include Mystery Rites, special trips, and intense group activities. We plan
to introduce a Mission Trip element to the program this year as well. At the end of two
years, youth are also invited to consider membership (Confirmation) to the church.
Please contact John or Sue if you would like to know more about this formative group.

Young Adult Fellowship
All High School students are welcome to be a part of this group. There will be
opportunities for fun, food and challenges to our worldview. As part of our focus, we

will be working toward taking a mission trip next summer. More information to come in
the fall!

Church School Update for Summer

i A Thousand Thanks to all our teachers who made this last year a
-EM.F-‘-F']E wonderful success! Cynthia Wilcox-Smith, Nancy Thody, Jay Wilson,
Lannie Devine, Julie Hurlburt, Linda Heidorn, Ellie Gagnon and Lorel
Czajka. Beth Cho, Bethie Wilcox-Smith and helpers Robbie and Katie
|'I:I". a Wilcox Smith were our caring hands in the nursery, overseen by Susie
| Dutcher. Our children’s lives were enriched by your presence with
them.

Mark your calendars for Rally Day, September 13". There will be a
Registration Pancake Breakfast for all Children and their Parents at
9:00 am in the Parish Hall. There will be church school class that day.

We welcome you to consider being a teacher this year. It is a great opportunity, even if
you have never taught before. There are good resources for you. Each teacher teaches at
least one Sunday per month and can choose to be a helper for other days.

Power Lab, Fergie, Special Music & Arts, and Bible Study are the areas of focus. We
hope to utilize an excellent storytelling tool, “Godly Play”, into the mix this year as well.
Contact Sue Latourette at 346-6657, ext 12 or sue@firstchurchucc.org.






